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Father Dominic Clayson thought he had it all:​
elite ministry, world travel, trusted friends, plenty​
to drink—and a veritable parade of sexual partners. 

Could he sustain his double life as prominent professor by day 
and booze-fueled gay adventurer by night?​
Or did a reckoning await? 

In this unflinching novel, the Catholic lavender curtain is 
pulled back, exposing the Church’s inner workings—including 
the outsized role of its gay clergy. 

Fr. Dominic explores his awakening sexuality in locales as 
alluring as Rome and Key West; Florence and Provincetown; 
the American Midwest, Manhattan and Mexico. His countless 
hook-ups are an almost absurd assortment of men: gay, 
straight, questioning; strangers and friends; single, married, 
“it’s complicated.” All are younger. 

This priestly escapade gathers steam during a pivotal era, as 
the mid-1990s give way to the mid-2000s. Fr. Dominic is there 
as the internet emerges, AIDS rages, 9/11 terrorizes, and the 
Church is gripped in a sexual-abuse crisis of its own making. 

Out: A Gay Priest Reckoning is the intimate portrait of an 
outwardly successful yet deeply conflicted man—and of a 
Church, and culture, in turmoil. 

 

Stephen Vincent DeLeers is an educator, author and editor. He 
remembers well his many years as a Catholic priest. 

 

Paperback edition coming to Amazon​
in Fall, 2026. 


